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The proposal is for an unpaid internship working for the Maine Chapter of the Society of 

American Foresters (MESAF).  This internship would also fulfill a requirement for the 
University of Maine Business School’s Master of Business Administration degree program.   

I completed my undergraduate degree in forestry and wildlife ecology and do plan on 
pursuing a career in this field upon completion of my MBA program.  As part of my MBA 
degree requirements, I would like to find an internship that would promote contacts and 
knowledge within the forest industry.  I have been very active in the University of Maine Student 
Chapter SAF, which is part of MESAF.  I served 1 year as vice chair and 2 years as chair of this 
student society.  As a result of my involvement, I am very passionate about SAF and its success, 
both at a student and division level. 

The problem that MESAF, as well as National SAF, faces is two-fold.  First, retaining 
membership within the society.  Currently MESAF has 302 members, which, as in Figure 1, is 
very close to the low over the past 12 years.  Secondly, the current number of SAF members 
(302) relative to the number of Maine Licensed Professional Foresters (813) is very low.   

Both of these issues are a cause of concern for the MESAF and National SAF in that 
membership is a significant portion (35%) of total revenue for National SAF (Source:  Mckernon 
– National SAF, Personal Contact), and membership in any organization is vital to its success.  
Both maintaining and soliciting new membership is critical. 
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Maine SAF Membership (1992 - 2004)
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Figure 1.  Number of Maine SAF members’ from 1992 through 2004.  Note:  there was 
no record for 1993.  (Source:  Carol Mckernon, National SAF) 

Given these problems, the proposed internship would consist of conducting a survey of 
all Licensed Professional Foresters in Maine to determine why they are not SAF members and 
what it would take to encourage them to join.  Throughout this process, I would seek input and 
support from MESAF and National SAF as well as faculty at the University of Maine.  Also, a 
focus group will be conducted to gain further insight into this issue. 
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